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Obrenovi¢ dynasty in the light of their tragic deaths mostly through memoir historical sources. The
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n ethnological and anthropological research, culture is defined within two different

concepts: elite culture and popular culture. Elite culture is that of educated classes, while

the popular one is that of popular masses. Historical sources can tell us a lot about the
life and death of the Serbian rulers and dynastic family members.

This article will try to depict some aspects of the lives and deaths of the Obrenovi¢
dynasty outside the usual political context. The Obrenovi¢ family, especially during the rule
of Prince Mihailo,' was the most prominent family in Serbian growing social elite.

There is one more angle to this paper. Most deaths of the Obrenovi¢ family were
surrounded with tragedy, prophecies and folk tales. That is why the author decided to

* The paper is a result of research conducted within the project The Serbian Nation — Integrative and Disintegrative
Processes, financed by The Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development of the Republic of
Serbia (no. 177014).

! Mihailo Obrenovi¢ (1823—1868) was the Prince of Serbia from 1839 to 1842 and again from 1860 to 1868. His
first reign ended when he was deposed in 1842 and his second when he was assassinated in 1868. He is stated
as being the most enlightened ruler of modern Serbia. He advocated the idea of a Balkan federation against the
Ottoman Empire.
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include in this text some of the Serbian folk prophecies and superstitions.

There are many historical sources that can give us insight in to the private lives and
deaths of the Obrenovi¢ dynasty, usually written by their contemporaries or eye witnesses
like Sreten L. Popovi¢,? Filip Hristi¢,> Mileva Alimpi¢,* DragiSa Vasi¢,® British consul in
Serbia John Augustus Longworth,® Vladan Pordevi¢ and others.

The most valuable stories told in this historical manner are those about the private
lives and deaths of Prince Milos, Prince Mihailo Obrenovi¢, Princess Ljubica, King Milan
Obrenovi¢ and King Aleksandar Obrenovic.

1. Prince Milo$§ Obrenovié

In his book The Travels Around New Serbia published in 1879, Sreten L. Popovié
notes the following event. The story about Prince Milo3’ starts with folk beliefs and
superstitions at the time of the First Serbian Uprising. The future Prince Milos, at that time
a servant to a Turkish lord — subasha was plowing his field in Brusnica. Around noon they
unharnessed the oxen so that they could feed them and give them water. Milo§ and his
former master also sat down to have lunch together. At that moment, a solar eclipse started.
Prince Milos recalled the story like this: “The Turk saw it and asked: ‘What is this, Milo$?’
— And I told him: ‘It is a solar eclipse, of course.” ‘It won’t be good,” answered the Turk.”
And he was right. The Turk would not be Milo§’s master and the future Prince would not
be his servant anymore. From his father’s writings Popovi¢ dated this event to 30 January
1804 by the old calendar.?

Prince Milos rarely came to Belgrade between 1820 and 1830, before the Serbian
declaration of autonomy. He visited Ostruznica, the monastery in Rakovica and Topcider
but did not go to Belgrade. Even after that he preferred to be in Kragujevac. When Prince
Milos finally came to Belgrade in 1830, the citizens saw a uniformed guard and a military
orchestra for the first time.®

% Sreten L. Popovi¢ was a writer, a personal Secretary of Princess Ljubica and later Avram Petronijevi¢, and a
judge of the Court of Cassation. He lived from 1820 to 1890. He was a well-known author of stories about old
Belgrade (The Memoirs of a Belgrader). He spent years collecting old books, maps, letters, deeds and memoirs.
His most famous work was a book The Travels around New Serbia published in 1879.

3 Filip Hristi¢ (1819-1905) was the Prince’s Representative (President of the Government of Serbia), Minister of
Education, Governor of the National Bank, kapucehaja and then first Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Minister
(ambassador) of Serbia in Constantinople, Vienna, Berlin and London, and an honorary member of the Serbian
Royal Academy.

4 Mileva Alimpi¢ was the daughter of Princess Ljubica’s brother Petar Vukmanovi¢ and one of the first Serbian
women writers.

5 Dragomir “Dragi$a” Vasi¢ (1885-1945) was a Serbian lawyer, writer and publicist.

¢ John Augustus Longworth was a British consul in Serbia from 1867-1875.

7 Milos Obrenovi¢ (1780-1860) was Prince of Serbia from 1815 to 1839, and again from 1858 to 1860. He
participated in the First Serbian Uprising, led Serbs in the Second Serbian Uprising, and founded the House of
Obrenovi¢. Under his rule, Serbia became an autonomous principality within the Ottoman Empire. Prince Milo§
ruled autocratically. At the end of his life he shared the power with his son. During his rule, he was the richest
man in Serbia and one of the richest in the Balkans.

8 Popovié 1950: 189.

? Ibid. 132.
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In 1837 S. L. Popovi¢ was a state trainee in Smederevo. His home was in Belgrade.
He was allowed only 10 to 15 days of vacation per year. He happened to visit some friends
and encountered a fortuneteller. The friends suggested to him to have his fortune told with
cards. The fortuneteller foretold him that he would travel home and would never come back
to Smederevo again. Popovi¢ told the fortune teller: “If your cards are right about everything
like they are right about my going home, you can just toss them into the fire.” She answered:
“You are most certainly going home and with some great man like Prince Milo§ who is
going to visit Smederevo.”

And as the fortune teller predicted, a couple of days later there came a horseman
carrying a message that Prince Milo§ would be visiting Smederevo. The news that the Prince
was coming caused a sensation in the town.

The Prince was joyfully welcomed and a lot of people came to pay their respects,
kissing his hand and raising their hats. Popovi¢ was acquainted with Milo§ because he was
a member of a vertep theatre company.'® With his friends from the Kragujevac high school
— Lyceé he joined a masked processions that made rich people laugh around Christmas time.
They also performed before Prince Milos in the Kragujevac Theatre. The director of the
theatre was Joakim Vuji¢.!! The Audience was the Prince himself, the members of his court
and lower-ranking clerks. The high lords were sitting while the rest of the audience was left
standing. Actors and actresses were young apprentices and schoolboys like Popovi¢ and his
friends Jovan Marinovi¢'? and Filip Hristi¢.!* There were no women participants in the
plays and the beardless boys played the women’s roles. They were dressed by a female
costume designer. The dresses and jewelry were borrowed from rich ladies in Kragujevac,
who were not happy about that at all. But when Joakim Vuji¢ complained to the Prince about
the lack of costumes, Milo§ sent Popovié¢ and Stevan Kni¢anin'* to go canvassing from door
to door to get pretty dresses and jewelry by requisition. Of course, the things were only
being borrowed for the play and then returned to their owners. '

Prince immediately remembered Popovi¢ when he came to Smederevo and asked
him: “Why are you so pale?” and Popovi¢ replied that he often had nose bleeds. The Prince
answered “So does my Mihailo.” The Prince told the judge in charge that he did not look
after Popovié¢ properly and took Popovi¢ home with him to his parents. This was the last
visit of Prince Milos to Smederevo because he was soon forced to abdicate and leave Serbia
until his return in 185816

Popovié’s notes contain another prophecy about Prince Milo§ around 1845-1846.

'0°F. Hristi¢ 2015: 95, 71.

1 Joakim Vuji¢ (1772-1847) was a Serbian writer, dramatist (musical stage and theatre), actor, traveler and
polyglot. He was one of the most accomplished Serbian dramatists and writers of the 18" century, director of
Knjazevsko-srpski teatar (The Royal Serbian Theatre) in Kragujevac 1835/36. He is known as the Father of
Serbian Theatre.

12 Jovan Marinovié¢ (1821-1893) was a Serbian politician and diplomat, who introduced several enlightened
reforms in the Serbian political system.

13 See: Hristi¢ 2015: 71-94; Paunovié 2015: 8—14.

!4 Stevan Petrovié, known as Stevan Kniéanin (1807-1855), was a Serbian voivode (commander) of the Serbian
volunteer squads in Serbian Vojvodina during the 1848 revolution.

15 Popovié¢ 1950: 195.

' Ibid. 190-193.
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After Prince Milo§ was forced to leave Serbia in 1839 and Prince Mihailo abdicated in 1842,
he did not come back to the Principality until 1858. Milo§ sent a friend to another
fortuneteller who read cards. She guessed that the reading was not for the friend but for
King Milo$ himself and then she said that the Prince would not be coming back to Serbia
for another ten to twelve years.!”

When Prince Milos and Prince Mihailo came back to Serbia and visited Smederevo
in 1858 his friend said: “The fortune teller was right! This is the twelfth year since your
departure.”

There were even some rumours in Serbia that there was a prophecy about Prince
Mihailo’s death. At the time when Prince Mihailo was born it was foretold that his life
would not end well and that it would not be a happy one.'®

The roads in the Serbian Principality were safe for travel back then. It was even safe
to travel by night. Popovi¢ states that he himself took the same road many times carrying
bronze and silver money for state business. Prince Milo$’s power was based on the principles
of a patriarchal monarchy. The administration in the Principality, after the breakdown of the
Turkish power, was left in hands of the local chieftains — pashas appointed by the Prince
among the local elders. In his household Prince Milos ruled with a tyrannical hand. He himself
approved all the marriages, decided whose children were to be christened and who he was
going to help in their money troubles. Milo§ Obrenovi¢ had organized homeland security.
This situation enabled Serbia to become a desirable route for diplomatic correspondence.

At the time of the first diplomatic relations between Serbia and Great Britain, probably
in connection with Colonel Hodges’s'® consular appointment, there was a story about a
passage of couriers from Great Britain through Serbia. They were sent to Constantinople,
carrying gifts from Queen Victoria for the Sultan and his harem. Somehow they managed to
lose their bags with the costly presents. They had to return to Prince Milo§ in Kragujevac,
explaining to him what had happened and regretfully admitting the incident. They said that
they had lost what they had been supposed to guard with their lives. Prince Milos listened to
their story and then reprimanded them for their poor performance. The Serbian ruler then
asked them if maybe they would be able to recognize their bags and took the couriers to a
room where their belongings were already safely kept. The British servants declared their
enormous admiration for the Prince. Their stuff had been found by the Serbian military
national service even before the British realized that they had lost them in the first place.

Prince Milo$ recruited his male servants from the wealthiest Serbian houses. After
they took good care of him for a few years, the prince would choose those who would be
appointed captains. After that, they could advance in the state administration and gain the
best positions and wealth. Milo$’s recruits became the Special Prince’s Red guard.?

The old Prince cared very much for his people. He was even interested in their folk
beliefs. The 19" century Serbian people were very superstitious, believing in witches,
vampires and werewolves. At some point there was a story about a one-eyed werewolf who

'7 Ibid. 193.

'8 Ibid. 190

19 Pavlowich 1961: 32-33.

2 For more about Prince Milo§ Special Prince’s Red Guard see: Mili¢evi¢ 2018: 87-102.
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was appearing, attacking women around Kragujevac. Prince Milo§ sent his guard and a
masked peasant was caught and punished with beating. Thus, the Prince stopped the fear
that was spreading among his farmers and villagers.?!

2. Princess Ljubica Obrenovié¢

It is said that Princess Ljubica?? was born with two dark marks in the shape of a hand
on her back. The marks were visible from her birth until her death.

By the time of Milo§’s departure from Serbia in 1839 Princess Ljubica joined the
opposition against Prince Milo§. Constitutional opposition started to form when Serbia
gained autonomy from the Porte. Their goal was for Serbia to become a constitutional state
and to restrict Prince Milo§’s power. Unhappy with the Prince as a husband and a ruler, the
Princess joined the opposition. Prince Milo§’s heir to the throne, Prince Milan, while still
alive and Jevrem Obrenovié,?* Prince Milo§’s brother, supported the opposition trying to
restrain Prince Milo§’s autocratic rule. When Princess Ljubica joined the conspirators, most
of the state officials stopped wavering and declared themselves against the Prince.?

Prince Milos§ did not want to change his despotic reign and he left the country when
the Turkish constitution of 1838 was declared. He abdicated on 1/13 June in favor of Prince
Milan Obrenovi¢. He took Prince Mihailo with him.

When Prince Milo§ was leaving, he said to his wife: “Ljubica, I have made you angry
many times, please forgive me. I am taking Mihailo with me and you stay with Milan and
see that he gets well soon. If God lets him recover you will be living with him well.”?
Princess Ljubica stayed behind in Belgrade.

But Prince Milan Obrenovic¢ died shortly after only 25 days of rule from tuberculoses
and the power was left in the hands of his brother, a minor, Prince Mihailo Obrenovic.
Mihailo Obrenovi¢ was with Prince Milo§ in Vlaska and he came back to Serbia in March
1840. During his absence Serbia was under the First Regency of Jevrem Obrenovi¢, Avram
Petronijevi¢ and Toma Vuci¢ Perigi¢.?’

After the death of Prince Milan, the Porte declared Mihailo Obrenovi¢ the Prince of
Serbia on 21 October 1839. Princess Ljubica was sent from Serbia to bring Prince Mihailo
back to Belgrade. When the declaration came from the Porte she was already with Prince
Milo$ on his estates in Vlaska. The Princess then got a new obligation to follow her son to
Constantinople. Prince Mihailo came to Constantinople with his mother and his entourage

2! Popovié¢ 1950: 52.

2 Ljubica Vukomanovié¢ (1788-1843) was Princess consort of the Principality of Serbia as the wife of Milo$
Obrenovi¢ I, Prince of Serbia, and the founder of the Obrenovi¢ dynasty, which ruled Serbia in an almost
unbroken line from the time of his election as Prince to the May Overthrow in 1903. Ljubica married Milo§ in
1805 and became Princess of Serbia on 6 November 1817 until her husband’s abdication on 25 June 1839. She
had at least seven surviving children.

B Ljugi¢ 1997: 33.

24 Jevrem Teodorovié¢ (1790-1856) later known as Jevrem Obrenovié, was the youngest brother of Serbian Prince
Milo§ Obrenovié and was also the youngest of his nine siblings. He was a long term foreman of the Sabac nahiye.

» Ljugi¢ 1997: 127-128.

2 Ibid. 133.

7 Ljugié 1995: 29-37.
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in early November 1839. After waiting for an audience with the Sultan for a month, the
Prince saw the Sultan on 23 December 1839. The mother and son left Constantinople in
February 1840 and came back to Serbia in March of the same year.?® They were not in good
relations with each other because Ljubica changed sides while in Vlaska and became a
supporter of the older Prince.

The first ball in Serbia was organized in 1841 during the first rule of Prince Mihailo
Obrenovi¢ and it was held in a building called Cumrkuk.?’ The ball was a public event, a
magnificent one, and all the Serbian officers from the neighbouring Austria were invited.
On that occasion champagne was served in Serbia for the first time. Three military
orchestras were playing.*° This was one of the first signs that a European way of life was
starting to be accepted in Serbia.

During the same year Prince Mihailo declared St Sava the Patron of Serbian
education and this holiday was celebrated in the Principality for the first time. On 13 January
by the old calendar Prince Mihailo set up a school fund.?!

Sreten L. Popovi¢ was an unofficial secretary to Princess Ljubica. He read to her the
secret letters of Prince Milos. He was constantly corresponding with the Princess. At that
time a Russian diplomat baron Liven was sent to Serbia to reconcile Prince Mihailo with
Vugi¢’s party and Princess Ljubica.’? When baron Liven came to Serbia, the Princess asked
Popovic¢ if he was acquainted with the Baron. Popovi¢ said that he was too young to know
him but he knew his secretary. Then the Princess told him to go and find out from the
Baron’s secretary if the Baron knew that the Prince’s mother lived in Belgrade near her son.
Since he came to Belgrade, Baron Liven had been living in the Princess’s Residence. He
did not make an audience or visit the Princess. Baron Liven did not know about the Prince’s
mother and nobody told him about her. Two days later Baron scheduled an audience with
the Princess. Popovi¢ asked the Princess what kind of audience it was going to be when the
foreign diplomat did not have where to sit. The Princess’s room was decorated in an old
fashion way, veiled with carpets. Along the two corners of the room walls there were raised
seats, covered with cushions. She used to sit there and those who visited her had to sit on
the lower ones. The baron would not be able to sit there in his suit and stretch his legs. So
Princess Ljubica ordered two chairs to be brought in. When the Baron came, he kissed
Ljubica Obrenovi¢’s hand and she kissed his forehead. Popovi¢ was ready to interpret the
Princess’s words but the Baron stopped him and said that he understood the Princess
because she spoke quietly and clearly. The Princess tried to persuade the Baron to speak to
Prince Mihailo and his advisors, Vuéi¢ and Petronijevi¢, to let the old Prince to come back
to Serbia so that he could die in his homeland. Finally, the Princess asked the Baron if he
would take her letter to the Russian Empress and he agreed that he would. Popovié wrote a
letter that the Princess dictated. Princess Ljubica did not have a table in her house, so
Popovié¢ wrote a letter holding a board on top of a cushion on his lap.3?

2 Ibid. 144—147.

2 Turkish for costumes. It was first built in 1834.
39 Popovié 1950: 74.

31 Ibid. 136.

2 Ibid. 82-85, 125-126.

3 Ibid. 383-386.
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Prince Milos$ had an idea to build a family Mausoleum of the Obrenovi¢ Family and
a church in Kragujevac. The Princess started to collect the material and bricks in 1841. But
the idea was not accomplished because Prince Mihailo was also exiled from Serbia in 1842.
That was the end of his first rule. Apart from Prince Milo§, no other ruler of the Obrenovi¢
dynasty supported the idea about the Mausoleum and the graves of the Obrenovi¢ family
were scattered all over Serbia and abroad. 3

In the book about her husband Life and Work of General Ranko Alimpi¢ Mileva
Alimpi¢ described the last moments that Princess Ljubica spent in Serbia. Prince Mihailo left
Serbia and crossed over to Zemun on 25 August 1842. Princess Ljubica stayed behind. She
was ordered to leave Serbia three days later on 29 August. Even though the two diplomats,
the Austrian and the Russian consul, were present in the court Vuci¢’s captain who was
ordered to deport the old Princess was rude and insulting to her. The captain and his men
came to the Princess’s home like a barbarian army. They found the Princess crying for her
deceased son Prince Milan Obrenovi¢ in the presence of the two consuls. The captain shouted
at the Princess: “Take your things and leave the country as soon as possible like your son
did. You cannot take anything valuable with you. This is national property.” He started to
take things out of the suitcases searching for hidden gold. In the cases they found only the
Princess’s clothes. In the end, the Austrian consul told the captain that the two representatives
of the diplomatic corps would escort Princess Ljubica across the Serbian border.

Since the captain continued with his threats, Princess Ljubica answered: “It will be
hard for Serbian people when they see their Princess under guards and defended from her
sons and brothers by foreigners.” She also said that Vuc¢i¢ would live to pay his respects at
her grave if she was buried abroad.

This turned out to be true. In 1855 when Vuci¢ traveled to Vienna for an eye
treatment, he first went to the monastery of Krusedol where he kissed the Princess’s grave
and prayed to God. He also went to see old Prince Milo§ in Vienna but he could not face
young Prince Mihailo.

Vuci¢’s messenger left the Princess’s room with his gang. They started to break and
destroy expensive things around the court. In the yard they found barrels with wine and oil
and smashed them. The Princess said goodbye to the room where her first son died and left
the Serbian Principality never to come back.3¢

The supporters of the Obrenovié¢ dynasty settled themselves on the Austrian side near
the Serbian border, mostly in Zemun. But the new government in the Principality was not
comfortable with that situation. They insisted that the Obrenovi¢ family and their followers
move further into the Austrian land. In the end, Prince Mihailo moved to Banat to his sister’s
estate and Princes Ljubica went to Novi Sad. All the former government servants that
crossed over to Austria with Princes Ljubica and Prince Mihailo lived there with a support
of Prince Milo$’s money.>’

The main pillar of the Obrenovi¢ dynasty collapsed suddenly. Princes Ljubica died

3 Ljugi¢ 1997: 157-158.
35 Alimpi¢ 1892: 36-37.
36 Ibid. 36-37.

37 Ibid. 55.
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at the age of 58. She was sick for a short time when she moved to Novi Sad but she quickly
recovered. The weakness came over her again and she died from a sickness to her stomach.
This was the biggest blow to the Obrenovi¢ followers. They all counted on Princess
Ljubica’s energy to return the Serbian throne to Prince Mihailo. The young Prince was sent
by his father back to Novi Sad and he managed to say goodbye to his mother before she
died. The Princess was buried, as it was already mentioned, in the monastery of Krusedol.

The Prince stayed in Novi Sad and gave his mother another proper church service
after 40 days. Only then were the Princess’s family members who remained in Serbia
allowed to visit her grave. Prince Mihailo was weak and sad. His aunts and their daughters
were very worried about him. After the service, the family had a minute with the Prince
alone. Princess Ljubica’s sisters asked the Prince: “What was my sister's illness?” and the
Prince answered: “Didn’t you know? She was probably poisoned.” The opposition did not
succeed in their plan to poison the young and old Obrenovics but there was a possibility that
they did it to Princess Ljubica.3®

3. Prince Mihailo Obrenovié

When Prince Milo§ came back to Serbia in 1858 and settled in Belgrade, a lot of
people came to visit him. He was always glad to receive them and talk to them. The Prince
was already old and forgetful and at some point he thought that a man, whom he forbade to
come because he had visited him too many times, came to see him once again. He got angry
and chased him away. His son Mihailo, at that time already ruling along with his ageing
father, went to see him and asked: “Why did you chase that man away? He was Stojan
Veljkovié, an Appellate Court judge; he is your friend from a long time ago!” Prince Milo$
did not recognize his friend. Prince Mihailo found the judge and took him back to his father.
After that the Prince had a long talk with his friend about the old days.*

When Prince Milos returned to Serbia, he had the same kind of work energy that he
had had during his first rule. He himself looked for work and created it. When he saw that
his secretaries or ministers did not have work or were doing nothing, he would tell them
“Make your own work.” He would go out to KoSutnjak to see how things were going. He
could never get over the fact that one of his favourite meadows was ruined and made into
Topcider Park. He said that there was enough woods in KoSutnjak and wanted to cut down
trees in Top¢ider Park.4

Prince Milos’s health worsened in 1859. His secretary and one of the best friends of
Prince Mihailo from his youth, Filip Hristi¢, took care of the old Prince. Hristi¢ read to him
papers and attended to his every need. The old Prince went to the spa in Aleksinac 30 km
from Nis trying to get well. The treatment did not work and he only got worse. He went to
another spa in the far east of Serbia, the Brestovac spa. The spa was 272 km east of Belgrade
and the journey was difficult. When the old Prince got to Brestovac he stayed in a residence
built by Prince Aleksandar Karadordevi¢. The Prince could not get out of bed any more.

38 Ibid. 61-66.
39 Popovié 1950: 222-223.
40 Ibid. 234-235.
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Filip Hristi¢ telegraphed Prince Mihailo to come quickly to Brestovac. The young prince
came to the spa the next day. Fillip Hristi¢ in his Memoirs already addressed Mihailo
Obrenovi¢ as a Serbian Prince. Prince Milo$ wanted to die in Belgrade. He asked his son to
take him to the Serbian capital. Prince Mihailo did what his father had asked him to. In
Negotin, the settlement 237 km away from Belgrade, Prince Milo§ rested in the church
residence. He could not climb to the second floor so he stayed on the ground floor.

At the same time, during the night, a telegram came from Belgrade that fighting had
started between Turks and Serbs on the Sava river in Belgrade. Fillip Hristi¢ woke Prince
Mihailo up and informed him about the news. Prince Mihailo said: “Go, tell my father, he will
know what to do.” So Hristi¢ went to wake up the old Prince. Prince Milos was awake and a
candle was burning. He asked who was coming. Filip announced himself. He told Prince
Milo$ about the fighting between Serbs and Turks. The old Prince was not interested anymore.
All his life-long energy had already drained. He sad to Hristi¢: “Go, tell Mihailo, I will die in
a few days. Mihailo will know what to do.” Hristi¢, not really listening to the old Prince,
automatically answered “God’s will, master, God’s will.” Hristi¢ understood what he had said
the moment he left the old Prince’s room. He unintentionally said that he was praying for the
old master to die. He got very scared and ran to Prince Mihailo to tell him what he had done.
Prince Michel said to Hristi¢: “I have never seen you frightened like this. I thought that
something had happened to my father. We have already ordered what was necessary.”

From Radujevac, a place near Negotin, the two Obrenovi¢ Princes travelled by boat
to Belgrade. By the time they got to the residence in Topc¢ider, the old Prince was so sick
that Prince Mihailo had to carry him upstairs in his arms. Prince Milo§ died on the Holy
Cross Day, 27 September 1860.4!

At the beginning of his travels, Popovi¢ gave a beautiful description of Banovo Brdo.
Writing about his travels towards the end of the 19™ century, he said that the landscape was
especially picturesque, wild looking and desolated. On the foothill there were two Matija
Ban’s*? houses built of brick and beautifully looking with a view that spread all the way to
the rivers Sava and the Danube with their new bridges and steamboats passing by. The view
from the houses covered both Zemun and Belgrade.

This was the favourite hunting area of Prince Mihailo and his friends. In 1866 the
Prince went hunting with the last Belgrade Vizier, Ali Riza Pasha. They went hunting in
winter. Even though there were no flowers or green leaves, the Prince was delighted by the
winter idyll of the forest. The Belgrade Vizier was also surprised by the beauty of the place
and asked the Prince if he could come back again with his harem in the spring. In the
summer of 1867 the Grand Vizier was forced to give up the keys of the Turkish fortresses
in Serbia to Prince Mihailo and the Turks and their wives left Serbian lands for good.*?

According to the British consul in Serbia John Augustus Longworth, Pan-Slavic
ideas in the Principality had existed long before 1867. The idea was fully accepted during

4! By the new calendar; Hristi¢ 2015: 140141

42 Matija Ban (1818-1903) was a Serbian poet, dramatist, and playwright, born in the city of Dubrovnik, who
became known as one of the first Catholics from Dubrovnik who declared a Serbian nationality. He settled in
Serbia in 1844 and engaged in various diplomatic missions in service of the Principality of Serbia. Ban was a
strong advocate of Serbian unity and independence, but was also a pan-Slavic.

4 Popovié 1950: 113.
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the first rule of Prince Mihailo in 1841-42.

Near the end of Prince Mihailo’s second rule and his unfortunate life in Serbia, Pan-
Slavism was fully accepted in the Principality. By that time Prince himself was not in favour
of those ideas anymore. According to some English sources published in a Serbian
semiofficial paper called “Vidovdan” on 20 January 1867, Prince Mihailo declared himself
against the Yugoslav or South Slavic idea. He had bigger plans. His idea was a
Confederation between Turkey and Austria. The idea probably came from Count
Andrassy.** It originated from Prince Eugen of Savoy as a barrier against the Turks. But
Prince Mihailo took it further. He wanted to unite all the Slavs of the Danube region into
one federation regardless of their faith.*

Soon came another report from Consul Longworth: “Prince Mihailo was
assassinated this evening, at five past six in Topc¢ider Park, while taking a walk with the
ladies of his family. His cousin, Madame Konstantinovi¢ was also killed.”*® British Consul
Longworth also happened to be present in Topcider, taking a walk at the same time. Topc¢ider
Park was three miles from the city centre of Belgrade. Longworth walked all the way to the
gates of Kosutnjak, a Belgrade forest, where he was informed that Prince Mihailo Obrenovic¢
was murdered. Longworth was met by Milutin Garasanin, a son of an ex-minister Ilija
GaraSanin, who usually accompanied the Prince on his walks as his semiofficial guard. He
was wounded as well.

Shortly after that, Longworth ran into Tomanija Obrenovié, the oldest member of the
Obrenovi¢ family and Prince Mihailo’s aunt. She was disoriented and scared. She told the
British consul that Prince Mihailo was killed together with her daughter Anka
Konstantinovi¢ and her granddaughter Katarina Konstantinovi¢. Fortunately, Katarina was
not killed, only wounded.

Longworth was soon joined by his French colleague Engelhardt and they quickly ran
to the spot where the Prince was killed together with his aunt. The Prince was lying down
on the ground “extended, stiff and lifeless, on the path with his face shockingly mangled by
sword cuts, and his body with bullet holes in several places from shots from a revolver.”*’

His cousin Anka Konstantinovi¢ was lying by his side mortally wounded through
her head. It may be assumed that Anka Konstantinovi¢ was shot first. Her plans to marry
her daughter Katarina Kostantinovi¢ to Prince Mihailo and to finally destroy his already
non-existing marriage with Julija Obrenovi¢ was not well accepted in the Serbian political
circles. Maybe Prince Mihailo tried to defend his cousin. Because of that he was killed. He
might have lived and ruled Serbia much longer if he had not accepted his sister’s offer. The
Topcider walk was an opportune moment and an occasion for the planned conspiracy.

The Prince’s body was not disposed of until midnight the same day. He was left out in
the woods for six hours. Consul Longworth reported to the British Minister that the greatest
two mysteries surrounding the murder of Prince Mihailo were: why his dead body was left so
long in the woods and why the woods in Kosutnjak and Top¢ider Park were so poorly guarded.

4 Count Gyula Andréssy de Csikszentkiraly et Krasznahorka (1823-1890) was a Hungarian statesman, Prime
Minister of Hungary (1867—1871), Foreign Minister of Austria-Hungary (1871-1879).

45 TNA, 782033, Longworth to Palmeston 31 December 1867.

46 TNA, 78033, Longworth to lord Stanford, 11 June 1868; According to new calendar the date was 29 May.

4TTNA, 78033, Longworth to lord Stanford, 11 June 1868, Belgrade, Serbia.
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The ministers who were devoted to the Prince and were believers in his foreign policy were
certainly confused at the time of Prince Mihailo’s untimely death. Those two ministers were
Jovan Marinovi¢ and Prince Mihailo’s greatest adviser, ex-minister Ilija GaraSanin.*®

Finally, Prince Mihailo was succeeded by Prince Milan Obrenovi¢, a son of Milo§
Obrenovi¢, who was a son of Jevrem Obrenovié, brother of Milo§ Obrenovi¢. This means
that Milan Obrenovi¢ was a grandnephew to Milo§ Obrenovi¢. Regency was arranged to
rule in place of the minor prince, consisting of Jovan Risti¢, Milivoje Petrovi¢ Blaznavac
and Jovan Gavrilovi¢.

Soon enough, the British and French consuls were joined by the representatives of
the Serbian government but nobody knew what protocol to implement at the scene of the
crime. They waited for almost an hour and a half for the disposal of the bodies. In the end,
Longworth suggested that the bodies should be placed in the prince’s carriages and
transported to the old residence of the late Prince Milo§ (Milosev konak). At that moment
British and French consuls were joined by their Russian and Italian colleagues. The
conclusion of the English diplomat was that this was Prince Mihailo’s faith and that it could
not be avoided. Serbian politicians were shocked by the event.

4. Prince and King Milan Obrenovi¢

There are many accounts of prince Milan’s life in Serbian historical sources and
literature, but more research is to be expected. The Prince and the first King of Serbia was a
controversial royal figure. He divorced his wife, abdicated his throne and left the country in
the hands of his under-aged son Aleksandar Obrenovié. Prince Milan grew up without his
parents and was actually an abandoned child. That fact affected his whole life. One of the
reports about the end of King Milan’s life and his death was left by doctor Vladan Pordevi¢.

When a very respectable Serbian politician Vladan Pordevi¢ came back to Serbia at
the beginning of the 20" century he was immediately accused of planning a coup against
the Obrenovi¢ family, against King Aleksandar Obrenovi¢ and his, in Serbia very hated
wife, Draga Obrenovi¢. Pordevi¢ was first accused of working for King Milan, but by that
time King Milan had been very sick and angry with his son for not having an heir to the
Serbian throne. His abdication was unconditional. Pordevi¢ was also accused of preparing
Prince Milan’s assassination in 1876, when he was in his greatest favour.

Vladan Pordevi¢ pretended to be so honest that he actually expected an honest trial
for the mentioned accusations but King Aleksandar did not want to grant him one. In another
place in his writings, Pordevi¢ said that when King Aleksandar took from him his military
privileges and recognitions from Serbo-Turkish wars and the Serbo-Bulgarian war, he was
immediately accused of infiltrating in the Principality of Serbia. Pordevi¢ noted that the
King did not have enough decency to marry a lady of reputation but he married a simple
peasant laundry-woman.*

At the same time Prince Milan was near his death in Vienna but he was also preparing
to take a trip to Egypt. Vladan Pordevi¢ went back to Vienna, wishing still to be near his

48 TNA, 78033, Longworth to Stanford, 23 June Belgrade, Serbia.
4 Pordevi¢ 1906: 705-717
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elected king in case he suddenly died. Unfortunately, Vladan Pordevi¢ got sick himself and
he forgot to take two Russian letters that declared that King Milan’s accommodation in
Vienna might have been paid by the Russians. So when the Prince decided to travel to Cairo,
Vladan Dordevi¢ was warned that the old Serbian king could completely lose his ruling
quarters in the Austrian capital. From the writings of Vladan Pordevi¢ it can be presumed
that Aleksandar Karadordevi¢ approved of this arrangement.

When King Milan Obrenovi¢ heard this in a Jockey Club in Vienna he fainted,
saying: “Je suis un homme fini” (“I am finished”). In his writings Pordevi¢ cites the old
king saying that he had declared that his own son King Aleksandar had killed him morally.*°

When Vladan Pordevi¢ went to see King Milan again, he found him in his cabinet
in Vienna, identical to that in Belgrade, reading the Serbian Paper (Srpske novine), the
official state paper in Serbia, and crying. Even in his illness, Vladan Pordevi¢ visited his
old King. He noted that the king’s condition changed in a couple of days. He was a
completely changed man.

It has to be noted that Vladan Pordevi¢ was first of all a doctor and then a politician,
so he diagnosed King Milan’s condition immediately. King Milan looked 10 years older.
Vladan DPordevi¢ noted that before King Milan had always looked his best. King Milan was
ten years older than Vladan Pordevic.

There were some thick rugs on the floor and the king did not hear Pordevi¢ enter his
rooms. In those moments before the King noticed Pordevi¢, Pordevi¢ looked around the
room and noticed that King Milan had all the pictures of his family on his walls: Milos,
Jovan and Jevrem Obrenovié, including the pictures of all the members of Vladan
DPordevic¢’s government.

When the King saw Vladan Pordevi¢ in his quarters, he first complimented him on
the behaviour of his son Milan Pordevié¢. Vladan Pordevi¢ was already aware that Milan
Obrenovi¢ was a disappointed and sad father. The King complimented Pordevi¢ on his sons,
but he did not want to talk about his own son.

Then Vladan Pordevié said: ““You are not well, Your Majesty. After all these years,
let me be what I had been from the start, your doctor. Let me take your pulse.” King Milan
refused saying that he had better doctors in Vienna and that he was recovering from
influenza. King Milan had already been diagnosed with pneumonia and had a high fever.
King Milan told Vladan Pordevi¢ that all the doctors could not cure the sickness that he had
and he banged his fist on the Serbian Paper that he had been reading when Vladan Pordevié
walked into his cabinet. King Milan also said that he was alone and had no one in his life
any more. It was also true that he could never go back to his homeland, Serbia. But he also
noted that Pordevi¢ had beautiful and smart children and had something to live for. King
Milan did not have the same in his life since his own son King Aleksandar Obrenovié¢ did
not morally respect him.

The king said: “I cannot live this traveller’s life any more. I have only one son and
even he wants to kill me. I had a homeland that my forefathers freed from the Ottoman
Empire and I made it a Kingdom but I am banished even from there. The same people that

50 Ibid. 720-723.
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supported us, you and me, Vladan, now support my son who is a patricidal.”>!

Vladan Dordevi¢ tried to pull King Milan away from those black thoughts of his, but
the king asked Pordevic¢ to let him get all his problems off his chest. King Milan also said
that Vladan Pordevi¢ was the only one he could talk to. Everybody else was far away. As a
highly intelligent man, King Milan asked Pordevi¢ how the Serbian state-educated
intelligence (for most of them King Milan himself approved their education) could turn
against him.

During his visit to King Milan, Pordevi¢ concluded that even if the old King was
confused and hypertensive because of his sickness, he could be completely right about his son
and completely sane. King Milan suffered from chills. His flu was back again. Doctor Vladan
DPordevi¢’s diagnosis was correct. A council of physicians that convened that afternoon put
the same diagnosis as Vladan Pordevi¢, that King Milan was suffering from pneumonia.

In the end, Vladan Pordevi¢ said to King Milan what the whole Kingdom of Serbia
thought that by abdicating on the night of 21-22 February 1889 he threw his Kingdom into
a new political turmoil once again, giving his power to his uneducated and underage child,
his son Aleksandar. His entire cabinet spent the whole night begging Milan Obrenovié not
to abdicate. Vladan Pordevi¢ told King Milan that he was betraying his Kingdom wishing
to marry Artemiza Hristi¢, the wife of Milan Hristi¢, son of the aforementioned Fillip
Hristi¢, one of the best friends of Prince Mihailo Obrenovié.

DPordevi¢ described the last thoughts and acts of King Milan saying that he believed
that every man was respectful until proven otherwise. King Milan believed differently. The
king believed that every man had the right to be a bohemian, a unique individual and that
every man could enjoy his own private happiness. King Milan as a father and a king was
actually teaching his son that love was more important than the dynasty and King
Aleksandar followed such directions. King Aleksandar married, for love and devotion,
Draga Masin, later Obrenovi¢, a barren woman who could not produce an heir to the throne.
Vladan Pordevi¢ blamed Milan Obrenovi¢ for setting a bad example to his son.

The following day the council of physicians convened again and concluded that the
King’s life was in danger. Vladan Dordevi¢ believed that King Aleksandar Obrenovi¢ would
take the first fast train to Vienna to come and kiss his father’s hand before his death, but
Aleksandar Obrenovi¢ did not even come up with that idea. Pordevi¢ said that it was
possible that Queen Draga was against it.

King Milan died from pneumonia on 11 February 1901 without saying goodbye to
his son and that was the only thing that he wanted to do before he died. Prince Milos at least
managed to die in his Serbia with his son standing by his bed. King Milan Obrenovi¢ did
not get that luxury. His son Aleksandar Obrenovi¢ did not even give him that courtesy.

5. King Aleksandar and Queen Draga Obrenovié¢

After King Milan’s abdication in 1889, the number of soldiers and officers doubled.
Most of them were schooled in Russia. King Aleksandar favoured Russia more than his

51 Ibid. 725-727.
52 Ibid. 719-736.
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father, King Milan.

At the time of the Third Regency in Serbia®* disorder and disobedience in the Serbian
army was seen for the first time. Queen Natalija, King Milan’s ex-wife, noticed that solder
bands marched through the streets of Belgrade without their commanders. Divorced ex King
and Queen stayed in the country after King Milan renounced his throne. Their constant
fighting disturbed the first years of King Aleksandar’s reign. He sought comfort and peace
in the arms of his future wife Draga Masin.

Soon after King Aleksandar’s wedding on 16 August 1900, a regulation was
implemented that prescribed that the whole military administration was to be put under the
Minister of the Serbian Army. Having military education, King Aleksandar tried to put the
entire army under his command. Unfortunately, younger officers were against King
Aleksandar’s marriage to the future queen of Serbia, Draga Masin, later Obrenovié.> King
Milan was (even though he later accused King Aleksandar of patricide) ready to kill his own
only son if he married the future Serbian queen, Draga Masin. That is why he left Serbia
never to return.

King Aleksandar cancelled his trip to Russia because the Russian Tsar was not ready
to receive the King’s fiancée. The rumours that Nikodije Lunjevica was the next heir to the
throne and the scandalous articles in the Habsburg papers about King Aleksandar’s private
life were harmful to the king’s wedding.

The unrest in the army started after Queen Draga Obrenovi¢ announced her false
pregnancy on 1 May 1901. Riots on the streets directed against Aleksandar and Draga
started on the date when Draga Obrenovi¢ was due to deliver the baby and lasted from the
1 January 1902 until 29 May 1903.

One of the main political conspirators against the royal couple was a politician
borde Gengi¢.”® Military “leadership” under Genli¢’s command conspired against
Aleksandar and Draga Obrenovi¢.>® Genc¢i¢ was the Minister of the Interior at the time of
Aleksandar and Draga Obrenovi¢’s wedding. Genci¢’s role in the mentioned events could
not be denied. He was opposed to the King since the time the King took away Genci¢’s
army position. He was arrested in 1900. His challenging position against the King cost him
his army service but his political influence remained intact.

The nucleus of the Serbian army conspirators were Porde Gen¢i¢’s nephew Antonije
Anti¢>’ and Dimitrije Dragutinovi¢ Apis.’® They agreed about the conspiracy on 19
September 1901. The conspiracy was planned for almost two years. When the rumours
started about the King’s divorce, the conspirators decided to speed up their plans. There

33 See: Vlade Srbije 2005: 159.

% Raji¢ 2011: 291-313.

% Porde Genci¢ (1861-1938) started as an industrialist, an owner of a mine. He was the Minister of Interior at the
time of King Aleksandar’s wedding under the government of doctor Vladan Pordevi¢. Gen¢i¢ was also a Mayor
of Ni8, the new Serbian territories (1894—1899).

% Raji¢ 2011: 331-339.

57 Antonije Anti¢ (1878-1953) was a colonel in the cavalry and a nephew of Dorde Gen¢i¢.

58 Dragutin T. Dimitrijevi¢ ‘Apis’ (1876-1917) was a high ranking officer in the army of the Kingdom of Serbia,
later the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. He was one of the main organizers of the assassination of King Aleksandar
Obrenovi¢ and his wife Queen Draga.
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was also a chance that the plot against King Aleksandar and his wife could be discovered.
A definite plan for the attack on the Court was made on 9 June 1903,% a day before it was
put into motion. Forty officers from the capital and ten from the interior of Serbia took part
in the assassination of the King and Queen, the last members of the Obrenovi¢ Dynasty.

The attack was carried out at night between 10 and 11 June.® It was on the same
date that Prince Mihailo Obrenovié¢ was killed in 1868. Right before the attack on the Court
was executed, the officers who were involved in the conspiracy against the King and Queen
gathered in the Officers’ Chamber. There were already armed with explosives and
dynamite. Somebody asked for the Queen’s dance and soldiers danced like they had the
outmost respect for their female ruler. A raid was launched at 1.45 AM. The cavalry was
also included in the plot. Two military horseback regiments joined the officers and
surrounded the Royal Court.

Officers stormed the Palace and killed everybody who resisted them. They set up
dynamite in front of the door of the Arabian Salon adjoining the Royal couple’s bedroom.
The explosion was huge and shook up the Palace to its foundation. The conspirators marched
through the salon and entered the King and Queen’s bedroom. It was empty with only a
warm cover lying on the floor. That was the evidence that the Serbian rulers had escaped.

While the officer searched the Court trying to find the King and the Queen, the battle
started between the attackers and the King’s guard. The cavalry stopped the King’s guard
and they laid down their weapons.

Searching the Court, officers engaged in the plot came back to the royal bedroom.
They took with them the King’s adjutant, who was not involved in the conspiracy. Looking
around the bedroom one of the officers spotted a hidden door and realized that the King
and the Queen must have been hiding there the whole time.

One of the officers immediately asked for an axe to break down the door but the
adjutant asked his Majesty the King to come out peacefully. The officers lied that they were
still respecting the oath they gave to the King and he came out of the secret chamber in his
wife’s boudoir. It is said that the King and the Queen looked like two white shadows
clinging to each other. The officers opened fire immediately. The King died from the first
shot and it took ten shots to kill the Queen.

The assassination of the last Serbian ruler from the Obrenovi¢ dynasty and his wife
took an hour and a half to execute. The assault was finished at exactly at 3.50 AM. Shortly
after the murders, two younger officers threw the naked dead bodies of the King and the
Queen out of the window to the yard of the Royal Palace so the rest of the troops could see
that the tragic deed had been done.®!

The new Serbian Kingdom demanded a more stable king than Aleksandar
Obrenovi¢ had been. The Obrenovi¢ family could not provide a successor to the dynasty.
The last rulers of the Obrenovi¢ dynasty could not offer or deliver what was asked and
demanded from them. The Serbian historical stage needed a successor. The Obrenovié
family could not provide one under any circumstances. King Aleksandar Obrenovié¢, born

% According to the new calendar.
% According to the old calendar on 29 May 1903.
® Vasi¢ 2003: 65-86.
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and raised in Serbia, represented a typical personality of his homeland. He was the last light
of the Obrenovi¢ family and the last representative of the Obrenovi¢ Dynasty.

The Serbian official newspaper, the Serbian Paper proclaimed that the murder of
King Aleksandar Obrenovi¢ was a fortunate event. The paper published various
congratulations to the new Government of the Kingdom of Serbia from all over the country.
The death of King Aleksandar announced a new era in the Serbian history.

After the horrible events of 11 June, two days later, on 13 June at 1 AM, the bodies
of Aleksandar and Draga Obrenovi¢ were taken to the graveyard of the Church of St Marko,
the newest Belgrade church, and were buried on the church cemetery. Before the burial,
King Aleksandar and his Queen Draga had an Orthodox Church burial service. They were
buried in the grave of Anka Obrenovi¢, Prince Mihailo’s sister and King Aleksandar’s
grandmother, who was killed in 1868 alongside Mihailo Obrenovi¢.

The first memorial service was held for Prince Mihailo on 11 June 1904 and for
Aleksandar and Draga Obrenovi¢ the memorial service was held immediately after that.
The most interesting fact and an absurdity in the Serbian history was the fact that the
Austrians raised a monument for the last members of the Obrenovi¢ family in 1917. When
the remains of the last of the Obrenovi¢s were finally placed in the renovated church of St.
Marko in 1942, they were put in a very small crypt and it is how their remains are kept even
today.

6. Conclusion

The Obrenovi¢ Dynasty ruled Serbia for seventy-two years. Most deaths of the rulers
and their family members were tragic and caused the country to sink into turmoil. There
were four assassination attempts on King Milan’s life even though in the end he died of an
illness. The tragedies in the Obrenovi¢ Dynasty culminated with the murders of the King
and the Queen, the last representatives of the family that gave Serbia its independence and
expansion of its territories. In the words of one of the Serbian most prominent intellectuals,
Milan Piroéanac, at the end of the 19 century the destiny of Serbia and its rulers was indeed
sad. The first of the country’s rulers, Karadorde (a founder of the other Serbian ruling
dynasty, the Karadordevi¢ family), was killed, Milo§ was expatriated, Mihailo expatriated
and killed, Milan abdicated and Aleksandar was murdered along with his wife. Another
member of the Serbian educated elite, already quoted in this article, Dragisa Vasi¢,
concluded that when Prince Mihailo was assassinated, the whole of Serbia was in mourning.
Contrary to that fact, the Kingdom of Serbia was excited and satisfied with a prospect of
bringing a new dynasty to the throne, the so-called national dynasty. Unfortunately the
history showed that the rulers of the Karadordevi¢ Dynasty had a similar faith as their
predecessors. Still, it must be indicated that two of the rulers in the Obrenovi¢ Dynasty were
executed, all political reasons aside, because they failed to secure an heir to the Serbian
throne.

62 Vasi¢ 2003: 88-89.

140



UPUBLISHED SOURCES:

TNA — The National Archives, London UK

REFERENCES:

Alimpi¢, M. Zivot i rad generala Ranka Alimpi¢a, Beograd: Srpska kraljevska drzavna $tamparija
1892 (Serbian Cyrillic).
Anti¢, A. Beleske, (prir.) Bora Dimitrijevi¢, Jelica Ili¢ Bor 2010
Dordevi¢, V. Kraj jedne dinastije, Beograd: Stamparija D. Dimitrijevi¢a, 1906 (Serbian Cyrillic).
Hristi¢, F. Uspomene, (prir.) J. Paunovié¢ Stermenski Beograd: Sluzbeni glasnik, 2015 (Serbian
Cyrillic).
Hristi¢, N. Memoari, (prir.) Vitomir Hristi¢ Beograd 2007
Jovanovi¢, S. Druga viada MiloSa i Mihaila, Beograd: Geca Kon, 1933 (Serbian Cyrillic).
. Vlada Milana Obrenovi¢a 3, Beograd: Geca Kon, 1934, (Serbian Cyrillic)
. Vlada Aleksandra Obrenovica 3, Beograd: Geca Kon, 1936 (Serbian Cyrillic).
Kirsti¢, N. Dnevnik: Javni zivot 2, (prir.) Milo§ Jagodi¢, Beograd 2007 (Serbian Cyrillic).
. Dnevnik: Privatni i javni zivot 2, (prir.) Aleksandra Vuleti¢, Beograd 2007 (Serbian Cyrillic).
Leovac, D. Srbija i Rusija za vreme viade kneza Mihaila (1860-1868), Beograd: Sluzbeni glasnik,
2015 (Serbian Cyirilic).
Ljusi¢, R. Kneginja Ljubica, Gornji Milanovac: Decije novine/Beograd: Integraf MM, 1997 (Serbian
Cyrillic).
. Prvo namesnistvo (1838—1840), Beograd: Prosveta/Novi Sad: Buduénost 1995 (Serbian
Cyrillic).
Miliéevi¢, M. B. Biografija Ilije Milosavljevi¢a Kolarca,(prir.) Jelena Paunovié Stermenski, Beograd:
Akademska misao, 2018 (Serbian Ciyrillic).
Pavlowich, S. K. Anglo — Russian Rivalry in Serbia 1837—1839 and the Mission of Colonel Hodges,
Paris: Mouton & Co, 1961.
Paunovi¢ J. Filip Hristi¢ — drzavnik, diplomata i prvi srpski anglofil, Beograd: Evoluta, 2015 (Serbian
Cyrillic).
. ‘Matija Ban od dukatovackih ¢lanaka do Sefa pres biroa’, Srpske studije, 7, 2016, 162—177
(Serbian Cyrillic).
. ‘Dva britanska dokumenta iz Carigrada o promeni na prestolu Srbije 1960. godine’,
Miscellanea, 32,2011, 349-369.
Popovi¢, S. L. Putovanje po novoj Srbiji, Beograd: Srpska knjizevna zadruga, 1950 (Serbian Cyrillic).
Raji¢, S. Aleksandar Obrenovié: viadar na prelazu vekova, sukobljeni svetovi, Beograd: Srpska
knjizevna zadruga, 2011 (Serbian Cyrillic).
Ristic, J. Spoljasnji odnosaji Srbije novijeg vremena, Beograd: Stamparija Kraljevine Srbije 1887.
(Serbian Cyrillic).
Ristic, J. Spoljasni odnosaji Srbije novijeg doba, knj. 2, Beograd: Stamparija Kraljevine Srbije, 1887.
(Serbian Cyrillic).
Vasic¢, D. Devetsto treca, (prir.) Suzana Raji¢ Beograd: Zavod za udzbenike, 2003 (Serbian Cyrillic).
Vlade Srbije, Beograd: Zavod za udzbenike, 2005 (Serbian Cyrillic).

141



JEJIEHA TAYHOBHU'h
Yuusep3suret y beorpany
dunozodeku dakynrer

CMPTHU YJIIAHOBA MIOPOJUIIE OBPEHOBHUHh
Y UCTOPUIJN U CERAIBUMA

Pesume

Cpricka Biagapcka nopoauia O6penoBuh nMana je Tparuuty cynouny. Mako je 1pxaBoTBOpHH
JIONPUHOC BJaJiapa OBE JMHACTHjE Pa3BOjy CPIICKE JpKaBe HECIOPaH, KHEXKCBU M KPaJbeBH M3
IIOMEHYTe TIOPOAUIIE Cy MMaJIl HecpehHe JKUBOTE.

Pononagennuk O6penosuha kue3 Mumomr O6peHoBuh mpensoauo je Jpyru cprcku ycraHak u
ycrieo na ce m360pu 3a ayroHoMHH ctaryc Cpouje y okBupy OcmaHckor mapersa. JKuBot My Mehyrum
Huje 6uo mak. IIporepan je u3 comcBeHe KHexeBHHE 300r ayTOKpaTCKOr HadyWMHA BiaJaBUHE,
HajCcTapHjer CHHA W Hacle[HUKa U3ryono je 300r TyOepKysa03e, MMao je MHOIITBO JbyOaBHHIA 300T
yera je CTaJHo OMO y CyKoOy ca CBOjOM 3aKOHHTOM >KEHOM, IIPBOM CPIICKOM KHETHUH-OM, JbyOuiiom.
Wnak noxuBeo je 1a ce Iocie ABaHaeCT roJ(iHa N3THAHCTBA BPaTH y JIOMOBUHY M MUPHO OKOHYA CBOj
KHBOT y3 CBOT PYTOT CHHA M HACJIeIHHKA KHe3a Muxara.

Kuerumy JbyOumy je m3rHacTBo xHeza Mmoma 1839. rogune n Muxamnoso 1842. rognue
KOIITAJO >XKMBOTa. KHeruma je mpBO CBOjy MOAPLIKY Jaja YCTaBOOpaHUTEbUMa IPOTHB KHE3a
Muoma 1 Muxanna aind je 3aTUM NMPOMEHMIIA CTPaHe NMOHOBO €€ NMPHMKIOHMBIIHM KHe3y Mustonry.
VYeraBoOpaHuTesbl Cy jOj HApeWiId [a HAMyCTH 3eMJby TPH JaHa Ha IOCIe CHHA. YCKOpO je
npemunyna y Hosom Cany moryhe on mocenymna orposa.

Kue3 Munont u 6ynyhu xae3 Muxanio, cana Beh Ha Hekn HauuH Bpuiehn QyHKIujy caBinagapa,
BpaTmH cy ce y 3eMJby 1858. rogune. Beh 1860. ronuae Ha KpcToBnan nmpeMuHyo je cTapu KHE3.

CwMmpt kHe3a Muxanna je 6uia Tparnundja. Mako HajupocBeheHuju cpricku Biagap 0 Tajga ca
HajOOMMHHjUM M JOOPO OCMHUILJBEHHM CIIOJbHOIONUTHYKHM IUIAHOM HHje CTEKao y MOTIYHOCTH
MOBEpEHE CpIcke oOpasoBaHe enute. 300r HecpehHor Opaka ca KmeruHoM JynujoM, moryhHomhy
npyror Opaka ca pohaxom Karapmaom KoncrantuHoBuh m Hepmocrarka HaciexHuka y CpOuju cy
IpeoBJajiasie narpujapxaine BpeqHoctd n Muxamno OOpenoBuh je yOWMjeH NPHIMKOM LIECTHE Y
TomumnepckoM nmapky. YOHUCTBO HUKaa HHje pa3jallbeHo.

Kue3 Munas je kao manoneran Hacienuo kHesa Muxanna. Munan O6penoBuh je Takohe nmao
TeXaK XHBOT, HecpehaH Opak Koju ce 3aBpLIMO Pa3BOIOM M MHOWITBO JbyOaBHMIA. Mako je mMao
ycmexa y cmosbHO] momutuud CpOuje, mMpommpuo je meHe TpaHulne u obe3dequo joj craryc
KpasseBnne, Kpass Muian je mocie pa3Boja aOouIupao M IIPefao CPICKH IIPECTO CBOM CHHY,
MaJIOJICTHOM KHe3y AJIEKCaHIpY.

Anekcannap O6peHoBul je HacTaBHO Ja BliaJla HA HAYMH HA KOJU j€ TO YMHHO U EErOB OTAll.
Bojcka je Omiia mox HEroBoM KOHTPOJIOM Ay KHeE3 HHUje 00e30emno meHo moBepeme. Bepunda u
xenun6a ca Iparom Mamms, kacHuje O6penoBuh u HemoryhHocT a 06e30ea1 HaclIeACTBO CPIICKOT
npecrona auHactHju OOpeHoBuh IOBENO je 10 BOJHO — MOJUTHYKE 3aBepe M YOMCTBA KPaJheBCKOT
napa. To je yjenHo 6uo u kpaj Biagapcke nopoauie O6peHoBuh.

Kibyune peun: Cpbuja, nuaactuja O6peHosuh, cMpTH, Hapoa, cehama.
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