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Abstract: In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Mediterranean communist parties’ political practices
and party ideologies, the League of Communists of Yugoslavia’s (LCY) policies, and the socialist model
of the Yugoslav state, underwent gradual changes according to similar principles. This allowed existing
cooperation between the LCY and future Eurocommunist parties to expand. At this time, the countries
of Western Europe were experiencing a period of unprecedented economic growth and a reduction in
social inequalities. This period eventually ended in political turmoil and crisis caused by ideological and
cultural changes significantly driven by the same long-term consequences of developing welfare state
models in the Western Bloc’s largest economies. A new social reality in Western Europe, the
Mediterranean region, and Yugoslavia, the Mediterranean’s closest socialist country, would influence
the events leading to the zenith of the LCY’s influence on the European far left and also to the eventual
downfall of the international leftist initiatives launched by the LCY and the Eurocommunist parties. This
article will present findings from archival research regarding certain aspects that may have influenced
these changes in the international positions of and relations between the LCY and the Eurocommunist
parties. It will compare it to those of previous studies within the humanities and social sciences.

Keywords: Eurocommunism, democratic socialism, welfare state, Cold War, League of
Communists of Yugoslavia, Josip Broz Tito, Enrico Berlinguer.

1. The League of Communists of Yugoslavia
and the Rise of Eurocommunism

wo decades of expanding economic and social policies characteristic of the
European welfare state created a new social reality in which it became possible for
many members of Mediterranean Marxist parties to contemplate reforms of party
policies and, eventually, the creation of a new party ideology that would later become known
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as Eurocommunism.! During this period, the Yugoslav Communists also experienced
dynamic and complex changes in their relations with other communist and socialist parties
of Europe. At this time, the Yugoslav party transitioned from the isolated outcast it had
become after splitting with the Soviet party in 1948 to one of the most influential communist
parties in Europe, and it remained so until just before the great turmoil of 1968.2 The
Yugoslav state’s increased international influence and financial power attracted European
communists searching for new allies and supporters anticipating a clash with the parties of
the Eastern Bloc, which would become a foregone conclusion once the Italian, French,
Spanish, and Greek Communists introduced new Eurocommunist ideologies. These also put
the Yugoslav Communists in a position to organize numerous initiatives to expand
cooperation between the League of Communists of Yugoslavia (LCY) and communist
parties of the Mediterranean.?

Within a month or so of the Czechoslovakian crisis, the Italian Communist Party
(Partito Comunista Italiano, PCI) leadership openly declared their party’s intention to change
the dominant political practices of the Italian Communists and, gradually, the party’s ideology.*
From that moment on, the PCI’s reformist policies and international initiatives would garner
enthusiastic political support and financial aid from both the LCY’s institutions and the
Yugoslav government.’ In the years prior to the great split on the European far left in 1968,
members of the PCI leadership were already discussing reformist ideas and criticism of the
Soviet party and Soviet state policy in private meetings with representatives of the LCY. At
these meetings, Italian reformists often spoke of the past and future Yugoslav role in shaping
the new European Marxist ideology, which would later be recognized as Eurocommunism.®
The Italian Communists also stated that, in addition to the inspiration for new ideas they had
found in the historical evolution of the Yugoslav socialist model, Yugoslav support would be
crucial for their plans to undermine Soviet influence over international communist across the
globe and to expand the emerging reformist bloc of European Marxist parties.’

In a joint effort with PCI, the LCY began using its growing international influence
to support the reformist faction of the French Communist Party (Parti communiste frangais,
PCF).! The French party at this point was deeply divided between reformists, who
advocated for moving party ideology in the direction already taken by the Italian party at
the PCI’s 12th National Congress, and the conservatives, who had opted to continue defining
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party policies according to the principles of the Bolshevik socialist model and maintain ties
with the Soviet party.’ The Italian Communists tried to integrate French reformists during
international Marxist events organized by the PCI and financed largely by LCY, and the
Yugoslav Communists hosted their French counterparts during visits to Yugoslavia to
research the historical development and practical implementation of the Yugoslav socialist
model.'” An analysis of archival sources indicates that, as debates about the Yugoslav
socialist model began occupying more space in the French contemporary leftist press,
research visits by French Communists and other Marxist intellectuals became more
frequent. The Yugoslav Communists used the French Communists’ frequent visits, financed
by the Yugoslav state, as an opportunity to form close ties with the leading members of the
reformist faction of the PCF.!!

The LCY and Yugoslav federal institutions also provided various forms of assistance
and services to the leaderships of the Spanish and Greek Communist Parties (the PCE and the
KKE respectively), who were still operating in exile during the turmoil within the European
far left in 1968 and 1969.'> Documents from the LCY’s Department for International
Relations state on multiple occasions that Yugoslav party’s intention was, if possible, to not
make ideological distinctions between various groups within the PCE and KKE, both in exile
and at home, because it needed to follow the Yugoslav foreign policy of supporting all those
who opposed far-right dictatorships in Spain and Greece. However, after the internal splits in
the KKE in 1968 and the PCE in 1973, the LCY maintained connections and provided
financial aid exclusively to the Eurocommunist factions of the PCE and KKE." It is also
important to mention that Santiago Carrillo, who would later become the general secretary of
PCE and one of the most important Eurocommunist thinkers, claimed he developed some of
his later published theses about Eurocommunism and the future of European societies during
frequent long conversations with his close friend, Yugoslav president Josip Broz Tito, which
is somewhat supported by notes taken during these meetings. '

In the early 1970s cooperation between the LCY and Eurocommunist parties
continued to expand, reaching the point where the LCY was formally recognized alongside
the PCI as a leading party in the reformist bloc of European Marxist parties. 1* Reports created
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by various LCY party offices show that informal meetings between members of the Yugoslav
and Italian Communist Party leaderships had become common enough that the LCY and the
PCI reached an agreement to regularly share party documents classified as secret to prepare
their representatives for increasingly frequent consultations between the two parties’
leaderships.!® The LCY and the PCI started numerous initiatives and projects meant to
augment the development of close connections between different parties on the European far
left, including the influential French and Italian Socialist and Social Democratic Parties and
those from Northern and Central Europe.!'” Over the course of many cordial conversations
with Josip Broz Tito, Enrico Berlinguer, the new PCI general secretary, informally agreed
that he would work to align the PCI’s practices with those of the LCY regarding changes in
relations with leftist parties in Middle East, East Asia, and Africa.'

After the fall of De Gaulle following the general strikes and student uprisings of
1968 and 1969, France entered a period of long and succeeding political crises, often
associated in historical and sociological analyses with other political and social upheavals
of the 1970s in Western Europe. Sociologists would later describe this period as one of crisis
for the welfare state in Europe and United States during its last decade which was later
viewed as a crisis of the last decade of the welfare state.!® In rapidly a changing social and
political environment and facing increasingly deeper division within the party and the
increasing influence of old and new competition on the left, the French Communists elected
a new party leadership that mostly included members of Georges Marchais’s party faction,
which was more moderate in comparison.?’ The new party leadership introduced reforms of
political practices and new policies to democratize and decentralize internal party structures,
and announced its intention to abandon the tradition of incorporating the principles of the
Bolshevik socialist model in favor of creating a new party ideology.?' Changes in the French
party’s political practices and ideology were quickly followed by expanded cooperation
between PCF and LCY and increased participation of the PCF and members of PCF-aligned
unions in numerous Yugoslav programs that provided free research visits, healthcare
services, and all-expense-paid vacations to Yugoslavia.??

When the French party joined many of the international initiatives started by Italian
and Yugoslav Communists,?® the PCI and LCY departments for international relations
jointly concluded that the only thing stopping the unofficial reformist bloc from further
expanding its influence into Soviet-dominated relations among the European far left parties
was the fact that the Greek and Spanish Communist Parties, which had already started
reforming their policies and creating foundations for new party ideologies, were still largely
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operating in exile and did not have the necessary means to join international seminars,
conferences, and Buropean Marxist gatherings organized by PCI, PCF, and LCY.*
However, this was soon about to change as a half century of periodic rule by far-right
dictatorships in the Mediterranean quickly came to a close.

2. The Reign of Military Dictatorships
in the Mediterranean Comes to an End

From the early 1920s to the latter half of 1970s, many countries in the Mediterranean
region, including Portugal, Spain, Italy, Greece, Turkey, etc., experienced the rise and fall
of different military dictatorships. This is considered a period of far-right supremacy in the
Mediterranean because almost all of these dictatorships either established far-right parties
upon coming to power or rose up from the ranks of military officers already belonging to
existing right-wing movements.?> Almost all of these right-wing parties and movements
were at some point locked in bitter conflicts that sometimes resulted in civil wars with far-
left parties and movements, who were their chief competitors in articulating the animosities
and social tensions that surfaced during the expansion of social inequalities and economic
crises that followed the late industrialization of Mediterranean countries.?® Consequently,
almost all military dictatorships in the Mediterranean viewed communist parties and
movements as the biggest threats to their power. They were also hostile toward, and had
almost non-existent diplomatic relations with, the post-war Yugoslav state, which had
emerged as a new socialist power in the region. This new state rapidly expanded its
international influence after enacting economic reforms and providing shelter, financial
contributions, and sometimes even military aid to resistance and far-left movements in
Mediterranean countries ruled by far-right dictatorships.?’

Even today there are numerous debates in the humanities and social sciences stemming
from disagreements about how much influence various economic, geopolitical, or cultural
factors may have had on the long process that eventually made it impossible for the cycle of
military dictatorships, in which similar events led to various juntas and far-right regimes seizing
power and then eventually falling, to repeat itself.?8 Analyses of archival sources show that
Italian and Yugoslav Communists had predicted the downfall of military dictatorships in the
Mediterranean and openly discussed future plans to support the Spanish and Greek Communists
in their anticipated attempts to regain the influence they had before the Spanish and Greek civil
wars. As early as 1971 and 1972, members of the LCY and PCI party leaderships were already
sharing predictions during their talks that it was only a matter of time before Franco’s regime
in Spain, the Greek military junta, and Salazar’s government in Portugal fell, and their demises
could be expected in the near future, possibly in an event similar to a chain reaction or over the
course of a new wave of revolutions in the region.? The Italian Communists reckoned it would
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be impossible for Mediterranean dictatorships to survive the outside influences of the sweeping
political and cultural changes occurring in the United States and Western Europe after the
turmoil and uprisings of 1968 and 1969. The Yugoslav Communists, however, argued that
economic difficulties and social tensions within far-right dictatorships would force these
military regimes to either radicalize internal control, which would incite rebellion, or to create
wars and prolonged conflicts, which would eventually end with the same result (which was
partially the case with Greek and Turkish involvement in Cyprus).*

However, at the beginning of this decade marked by political crises and the later
economic consequences of the oil shock (the last decade of the welfare state in Western
Europe), there was another factor the Italian and Yugoslav Communists could not possibly
haven taken into account. This was the beginning of a new phase in the development of
international relations, which would later be referred to in contemporary newspapers and
by historians of the Cold War as the détente. During this period, the United States and the
Soviet Union signed various treaties and agreements leading to mutual disarmament, an end
to many of the proxy wars, and a temporary relaxation of international tensions in Europe.*!
The formal end of Soviet support for many left-wing parties and movements around the
world opened the door to further expansion of LCY influence; but more importantly, within
the context of the joint interests of the LCY and the Eurocommunist parties, it eliminated
the need for stronger US support of those regimes, which had to some extent been brought
to power or maintained to stop Marxist parties from expanding their influence in various
Cold War fronts and within the Western Bloc, as was the case with Greece and Spain.*

Although official contacts between the Greek military dictatorship and the Yugoslav
government were so rare as to be almost non-existent, from the late 1960s onward, Yugoslav
diplomatic representatives in Athens expressed their fears that the junta would become
much more brutal toward the opposition if its leaders felt they were losing the US support.
They reported to the Yugoslav government that this scenario was highly likely to occur in
the future, simply based on the amount of resentment Western European governments held
toward the Greek junta, which would eventually force the US to relinquish its tacit support
for it.** The writers of reports issued by the LCY’s Department for International Relations
concluded that, after the Greek government had brutally quashed the 1973 uprising at the
Athens Polytechnic and launched a military operation in Cyprus (which was expected to
fail sooner or later), it was very likely the US government would want to cut ties with the
Greek military regime.** Finally, it is important to note that along with anticipating internal
destabilization within the Greek government and waning US sympathies toward the Regime
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of the Colonels, the Yugoslav state and party institutions began increasing all forms of aid
to the Greek resistance movements, and especially to the communist resistance groups
associated with the KKE, the reformist interior Greek Communist Party.?

Almost immediately after the fall of Greek junta in 1974, the Yugoslav Communists
began helping with organizing the safe return of Greek refugees and with negotiations between
the interior Greek Communists and the provisional government.*® Recorded conversations
between the LCY and PCI leaderships reveal that the Italian and Yugoslav Communists
believed the time had finally come to use every form of influence (and ‘even exert pressure
like the Soviets if necessary,” as the Italian Communists humorously suggested) available to
them with the KKE leadership. Some KKE members had been using the struggle with the
miliary junta to justify delaying the formalization of already informally introduced reforms as
part of official party policy. Now that the struggle with the military junta was finished, the
LCY and the PCI wanted to motivate the KKE to fully and formally complete reforms of its
political practice and official party ideology.*” To this end, during discussions with the KKE
leadership about continuing financial support from the LCY and PCI, the Yugoslav and Italian
Communists insisted it was of crucial importance to the future of Eurocommunism, both in
Europe and abroad, to increase cooperation between KKE and other political parties in Greece
and reject offers of compromise with the Soviets and the exterior Greek party. It was also a
necessary condition for the Greek Communists to participate in future international initiatives
by parties who defined their ideologies as democratic socialism.®

A year later, after the death of Franco, the PCI and the LCY defined similar shared
positions and common policies regarding cooperation between the Spanish Communists and
the temporary government in Spain.*® Santiago Carrillo later claimed he had not expected
the PCI and LCY to follow the Eastern Bloc parties in criticizing him for agreeing to
participate in the process of political transition, which the temporary government defined
as a process of democratization, and even for negotiating about possible communist
contributions to the reforms of King Juan Carlos I’s administration. He also didn’t expect
the Italian and Yugoslav Communists to be as supportive as they were of his new political
strategy of tolerance toward and appeasement of capitalist left-wing and even moderate
right-wing parties; nor did he expect them to expand financial aid to the Spanish
Communists after the party leadership returned from exile and the PCE was again legalized,
which was, as in the case of the Greek Communists, a unique precedent.*’ During one of
many cordial meetings with Carrillo, Josip Broz Tito stated that the Yugoslav party would
continue to provide the Spanish Communists with various forms of assistance historically
reserved for parties in exile. Tito also joked that even though another Spanish civil war was
unlikely, Eurocommunists and the LCY were already engaged in another form of conflict—
not just with their traditional enemies embodied in the last remains of Mediterranean
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fascists, but also with the parties of New Left, Soviet-inclined Bolsheviks, ‘and all sorts of
other extremists calling themselves worker’s movements.’*!

However, it is important to note that, unlike in Greece, the Yugoslav and Italian
Communists supported possible negotiations in Spain about overcoming disagreements and
developing cooperation between Eurocommunists and the more radical renegades that had
formed their own organization after the split in the Spanish Communist Party.*> A document
from the LCY Department for International Relations openly stated that from the standpoint
of the LCY and the PCI’s common interests, further development of cooperation between
Carrillo’s Eurocommunist PCE and Lister’s Spanish Communist Workers’ Party could be
safely viewed as being beneficial. This was further expanded upon by a prediction that there
was no possible future scenario in which the Soviet Communist Party would regain its
influence over the Spanish Communists through General Enrique Lister and his closest
associates as it had with the exterior Greek party, and thus a potential coalition or even a
merger of the two former PCE factions would only serve to further strengthen the Spanish
party’s political position and influence in domestic politics and in the increasingly complex
sphere of relations between European Marxist parties.*

3. A Time of Enthusiasm: The PCI’s Success in the Italian Elections
and the French Communist Party’s Historic Congress

When examining the common policies that Yugoslav and Italian Communists
established regarding the Greek and Spanish parties after their leaderships returned from exile,
we found that, in addition to protecting Eurocommunist factions within the Greek and Spanish
Communist Parties from a possible renewal of Soviet influence, the LCY and the PCI
expected the Greek and Spanish Communists to soon become valuable partners in their
planned political initiatives.** These international initiatives, some of which had been
launched during previous years, were supposed to include Marxist parties from Europe and
around the world whose party ideologies had been derived from the values and ideas of
democratic socialism and who had reformed their political practices in a similar manner to
the LCY and PCI’s reformist models.* Numerous recorded conversations between Yugoslav
and Italian Communists show that the leading parties of an informal group that was already
being labeled by the press and many contemporaries as a reformist bloc of European Marxist
parties, were also counting on the Greek and Spanish Communist Parties to either return to
the prominent political positions they had held before their civil wars or even surpass their
previous influence. This would demonstrate the potential political benefits of adopting
reformist policies to the European far-left parties that still maintained strong ties with the

41 AJ, KPR, I-3-a/110-18, Information about the visit of Santiago Carrillo, General Secretary of the PCE.

4 AJ, SKJ, 507-1X, 122/1-143, Briefing about a meeting between S. Dolanc and A. Anna, a member of the PCE.

4 AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 122/1-144, Materials for the preparation of the LCY delegation for a meeting with Santiago
Carrillo.

44 AJ, SKIJ, 507-IX, 48/1-526-565, Conversations with the Italian Communists about the situation in Greece and
Spain.

45 AJ, SSRNJ, A-074-078, International cooperation, Reports on Mediterranean conferences.

243



Soviet party and were continuing to uphold the principles of the Bolshevik socialist model.*®

To the same end, in conversations with their Yugoslav counterparts during the last
months of 1975, the Italian Communists emphasized the importance of their own anticipated
success in the upcoming Italian elections in 1976, and they claimed the perception of the
PCI’s growing popularity in Italy was already influencing minor Marxist parties and
movements in Europe to adopt reforms similar to those adopted by Eurocommunist
parties.*” The PCI’s popularity had previously been on the decline after the Red Spring
(primavera rossa) of Europe (1946—1949) and during the years of forming the welfare state
in Italy and creating an ‘Italian economic miracle.” According to later studies, after splitting
from the Soviet party in 1968 and subsequently adopting Eurocommunist reforms in 1969,
the PCI’s popularity steadily increased from one election to the next. The election of 1976
was considered crucial for proving that the political crises of the last decade of the welfare
state in Europe had not had a significant effect on the rise of the PCI, the first
Eurocommunist party in Europe.*

Members of the Yugoslav party leadership claimed that even minor gains for the PCI
over previous elections would greatly improve the image of all European reformist parties and
movements on the far left, especially with periods of political crisis, the economic
consequences of the 1973 oil shock, and an increasing number of terrorist attacks by right- and
left-wing extremists in Europe.*’ During private conversations with Josip Broz Tito, Enrico
Berlinguer said that anticipated successes in the local and parliamentary elections in Italy
would not only help the LCY and PCI’s plans to expand their influence among the Soviet-
controlled European far left, but would also strengthen his own power base within the PCI.
This would demonstrate that the PCI’s program of political compromise with the Italian
Socialists and the ruling Christian Democrats, the so-called historic compromise, was justified.
This would then allow the Italian Communists to further expand this policy, which had been
implemented to create a position from which the PCI could influence Italian national politics.*

Through reports received from PCI party offices and through their contacts with
the Italian Socialists and the Christian Democrats, the Yugoslav Communists were well
informed about the plans Prime Minister Aldo Moro’s plans to expand cooperation with the
Italian Communists in an attempt to quell the political turmoil within state institutions and
to suppress far-right and far-left terrorist groups who were constantly fighting in the streets
with each other and the Italian police.’! Some reports from LCY party offices suggest that
the Yugoslav party leadership found it very probable that with this new strategy of historic
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compromise, future Italian governments would be formed by the Socialists and Christian
Democrats, with the PCI serving as a cooperative power behind the official government
helping to stabilize the country and, in turn, gain political concessions that would allow the
PCI to influence events in ways that would allow welfare state policies and the rights of
labor unions to expand. This would also allow for increased PCI influence and for the Italian
society and the state to gradually evolve into a new form of socialism.>? In previous years,
Yugoslav Communists had often served as mediators during meetings and disputes between
the Italian Communists and Socialists and among powerful Italian labor unions, which were
under influence of the two biggest parties on the Italian left. Aldo Moro administration also
announced plans to deepen the already close relations between Italy and Yugoslavia, so the
LCY and the unions began organizing various discussion groups, seminars, and joint visits
to Yugoslavia by Italian Communists and Christian Democrats.>

At a meeting of LCY and PCI delegations in 1975, Josip Broz Tito and Enrico
Berlinguer both openly predicted that Aldo Moro and his compromise faction of Christian
Democrats would be very pleased if the PCI achieved certain successes in the upcoming
1976 elections, since this would indicate that the moderate Socialists (with whom Moro,
according to his own account, often found harder to come to an agreement during
negotiations on policy and division of power than with the PCI about cooperation) and the
more radical far-left parties in Italy were losing popularity, and their supporters were joining
the Eurocommunists. This public demonstration of the PCI’s growing influence also served
as a strong argument for those Christian Democrats looking to expand unofficially
established agreements within the concept of historical compromise and integrate certain
aspects of it into the new government’s official policy.>* When the 1976 elections were over
and it became widely known that the PCI had achieved astonishing success in local and
parliamentary elections, Josip Broz Tito congratulated Enrico Berlinguer, calling him the
‘future president of Italy’ and the declaring the PCI ‘a substantial part of the future
government in all but name.’ He also openly predicted that with further expansion of welfare
state policies and other aspects of the historic compromise, under Moro and Berlinguer’s
informal governance Italy would become the first socialist state in the Western Bloc through
a natural evolution of social reality and a balance of political power.>

A possible consequence of the PCI’s success in the Italian elections noticed by
contemporary writers of many articles in the French, Italian, and Yugoslav presses, was a
noticeable change in the PCF terminology used to describe recent changes in the party
ideology, which had been under development for years but was not formalized until PCF’s
22nd Congress held near Paris in February 1976.% Only a few weeks after the Italian
elections, the LCY’s Department for International Relations stressed its assessment that
Georges Marchais and the PCF leadership had started using the term Eurocommunism in
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public to describe their party ideology much more often than they had even just a few
months earlier. At the end of the summer, the French Communists shocked their Yugoslav
and Italian counterparts by openly admitting the PCF leadership had recently often
encouraged the use of the term Eurocommunism, which they considered to be ‘attractive to
the general public’ and ‘politically expedient.” Only a few weeks after the elections in Italy,
the French party leadership stated that one of the PCF’s primary goals was to further expand
the reforms adopted earlier that year, and to actively engage in many international initiatives
by European Marxist parties organized by the PCI and funded by the LCY.%’

Yugoslav diplomatic representatives in France later concluded that the only result of
the PCF’s 22nd Congress was the formal adoption of reforms that had already been
implemented. The congress was immediately dubbed ‘historic’ by the contemporary press as
a reference to the PCI’s historic 12th Congress in Bologna in 1969, during which the Italian
party outlined the principles of what was then called the Italian road to democratic socialism
and later Eurocommunism.*® During meetings held in Berlin in 1976, the LCY and PCI
delegations concluded that there had been no important developments in PCF policies after
the French Communists’ ‘historic’ congress. However, the same could not be said for the
new reforms the PCF adopted after the Italian elections, and especially those related to the
planned expansion of cooperation between the PCF and other parties on the European far
left.”> For years, French Communists had been slowly increasing their participation in
international initiatives launched by political parties claiming their ideology had stemmed
from the fundamental ideas and values of democratic socialism; but until the summer of
1976, French party leadership had been rather reluctant to join initiatives launched by the
leading reformist parties (the PCI and the LCY)) that had not received support from the Soviet
Communist Party and other Eastern Bloc parties.® However, the significant shift in PCF
policies, which became apparent to the PCI and LCY party leaderships after the Italian
election, and the minor changes in terminology the French Communists used during their
public addresses, were about to take a much more radical turn after the events surrounding
the 1976 conference of European communist parties in Berlin. !

4. The Berlin Conference and the Downfall of Soviet Hegemony

Even before its opening ceremony, the Berlin conference of 1976 researchers in the
humanities and social sciences were already describing it.®? After the turbulent events that
had marked the end of the 1970s-the student protests, the formation of the New Left, the
Czechoslovakian crisis, and demonstrations against the war in Vietnam-numerous leftist
parties and movements all around the world started demanding the Soviet party organize an
international conference to serve as a forum for discussion about the future of global
socialism. An analysis of archival sources indicates the political crisis of the early 1970s
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and the later consequences of the oil shock were factors that strengthened the resolve of
various communist and socialist parties, who began pushing back against Soviet resistance
to holding a conference for the international labor movement. One of their primary demands
for the conference was to consider adapting old party ideologies, or even creating ones, that
would align with shifting social and economic circumstances.® At the beginning of the
détente, the Soviet party finally agreed to organize an international conference to address
the growing concerns of various leftist parties and movements and to try to formulate
universal principles to be followed by individual Marxist parties when adjusting their
policies and party ideologies to the unique circumstances of their respective countries.*

For the leaderships of Eurocommunist parties, this meant that their current
approaches to defining party policies would be questioned and debated at this conference,
which would be organized by the Soviet party and hosted by another communist party from
the Eastern Bloc. There were several possible scenarios for how this could play out, with
the two most extreme being either the collective condemnation of Mediterranean communist
parties by the majority of left-wing parties throughout the world, or the final Soviet
recognition of Eurocommunist reforms. The latter option could possibly lead to
reconciliation between the communist parties in the Western bloc and their Eastern
counterparts. Within the Eurocommunist parties themselves, it could also lead to
reconciliation between the reformist factions and the more conservative Mediterranean
communists, who still remained convinced of the universal character of the Bolshevik
socialist model’s defining principles.®® However, as welfare policies in Western Europe
entered their last decade, debates were already raging around the world concerning the
organization and expected outcomes of the new labor movement conference. As a result,
the Yugoslav and Italian Communists concluded that a collective condemnation of
Eurocommunist reforms and a consequential deepening of the 1968—1969 split with the
Eastern Bloc parties was the most likely outcome.®

In the first months of 1974, at the beginning of a period that would see the greatest
expansions of Eurocommunist influence thus far, the Soviet party announced that the long-
anticipated international conference of Marxist parties would be held in East Berlin, and it
instructed the East German party to create a work group comprised of representatives from
all of the participating political parties to determine topics for discussion and the goals of
the conference. Over the next two years, a revolving door of representatives and delegations
of communist and socialist parties held long and passionate discussions in Berlin about
various issues related to the conference. Possibly none of these were as important and
fiercely debated as how individual leftist parties would reform their policies and ideologies
according to new circumstances.®” Together, the representatives of the LCY and the PCI
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were the most radical in their demands that the Soviet party not only officially recognize
the other communist parties’ right to independently change their political practices and
ideology, but also promise to change the way it shaped the direction of dominant Marxist
thought within the labor movement’s international institutions.®® The Yugoslav and Italian
Communists were gradually joined by the PCE, the PCF, and many minor Western European
communist and socialist parties, including the Belgian, English, Irish, and Swiss Marxists.
The Eastern Bloc parties’ position began to change when the reformist Romanian
Communists started supporting the Yugoslav delegation’s propositions and openly clashing
with the most radical anti-reformists from East Germany and Poland.®

The Soviet party tried to position itself as an impartial mediator, just as it had eight
years earlier during disputes over reforms in Czechoslovakia. Then, it assessed the situation
and maintained an image of undeterred power while allowing others to test the resolve of
the reformists, until it eventually broke what the Italian Communists called ‘the traditional
menacing silence that echoes through Kremlin,” and deployed the military to the
Czechoslovakian border.”® Unfortunately for the Soviet party leadership, this approach was
becoming increasingly unsustainable due to rapid political and economic changes shaping
the social reality in the mid-1970s and changes in Soviet foreign policy in the early years of
the détente. predicted that. Due to increasing pressure on the Soviet government to make a
gesture of good will regarding the principles of the détente, in the last months of 1975, the
Italian and Yugoslav Communists predicted that the more the Soviets got dragged into
complex and exhausting negotiations with the United States, the more amenable they would
become to compromise in Berlin. The Soviets, however, would also not want to miss an
opportunity to demonstrate to the world how much influence the Soviet party still held over
many leftist parties in Western Bloc countries.” It is difficult to assess the impact events
such as the KKE and PCE leaderships returning from exile, formal changes to PCF party
ideology, or the PCI’s success in the Italian elections may have had on the Soviet party’s
decision to open up talks about possible compromises with Eurocommunist parties and the
LCY, which was also rapidly expanding its international influence.”® An analysis of archival
sources indicates that many contemporary observers from Yugoslavia and Italy believed
these events had ushered in what they referred to as a ‘long year’ for European democratic
socialism and strengthened the Eurocommunist parties and their Yugoslav allies’ position in
Berlin. This had to some degree influenced the Soviet party’s decision to seek compromise
amidst growing opposition to its weakening control over the European far left.”

According to reports from LCY party offices, a compromise was reached only a few
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weeks after the conference’s official opening in Berlin in the summer of 1976. It included
an informal agreement that the Eurocommunist parties and the Yugoslav Communists would
sign a specific part of the conference declaration about the collective willingness among the
European leftist parties to uphold the principles of détente; in return, the Soviet party would
formally recognize that the Eurocommunist and LCY reforms did not call into question the
Marxist spirit of their old and new party ideologies. The Soviet party would also offer
support for further reforms of political practices (but not changes in ideology) by individual
European Marxist parties that were in line with the unique and rapidly changing social
realities in Western Bloc countries.” From a modern-day perspective, this may seem to have
been nothing more than a symbolic recognition of an already completed historical process,
but the writers of the archival documents analyzed here went to almost unprecedented
lengths to emphasize the importance this symbolic recognition had for the LCY and PCI
party leaderships and those of their contemporary counterparts from other parties of the
European far left.”” For the Yugoslav and Italian Communists, this was a historic victory.
Some contemporary analysts, however, considered the conference a ‘Pyrrhic victory’ for
Brezhnev, but this was an assessment based on Soviet foreign interests and was outside the
context of the long-term process on the European far left.”® For the LCY and PCI
leaderships, the conclusion of the conference was a symbolic victory that ended over a
decade of debate with the Eastern Bloc parties over increased reformist influence on the
global left, a testament to their independence from the Soviet party and their growing
influence with Marxist parties in Europe and abroad. It was also a major asset for their
domestic political propaganda, which would present the success of the reforms as what put
the LCY and the Eurocommunist parties in a position from they could successfully negotiate
a compromise with the Soviets and other Eastern parties.”’

5. The Zenith of Yugoslav Influence
on the European Far Left and the Road to Insignificance

Even outside the conference rooms in Berlin, Josip Broz Tito and Enrico Berlinguer
spent many hours in cordial, confidential conversations about the LCY and PCI’s future
plans to expand the influence of their informal group, already referred to as the reformist
bloc of the Marxist parties, beyond the Mediterranean into the sphere of European politics
and the undefined and seemingly borderless yet ever-expanding sphere of the global far left
that lay outside the limitations of the labor movement’s international institutions.”® Upon
his return to Yugoslavia, the aging LCY leader enthusiastically issued instructions to party
offices and Yugoslav state institutions to consider what future actions could be taken to help
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expand cooperation between the Italian and French Communists and the ruling parties in
Italy and France, and to organize and finance various ways to bring together
Eurocommunists and socialist labor unions across Western Europe.” After returning to
Italy, Berlinguer reopened negotiations with Aldo Moro about the PCI’s informal
participation in the new Italian government. They would be brought even closer together
through a new historic compromise between the Communists, Socialists, and Christian
Democrats: Welfare state policies would be further expanded in Italy in exchange for
Communist support to finally put an end to the revolts by far-right and far-left terrorist
organizations and stabilize the political crises in Italy.?

Just a few weeks after the Berlin conference, the LCY and PCI delegations met to
discuss two main topics: organizing a large political initiative by many major and minor
European left-wing parties and movements to strengthen the foundations of the continental
welfare state, and organizing discussion forums about expanding cooperation between
Eurocommunists and communist or socialist parties in the Middle East, Africa, and South
America whose party ideologies had evolved in a similar manner to those used in designing
reforms of the Yugoslav socialist model.®! Through personal contacts with Santiago Carrillo
and other members of the PCE leadership, the LCY and PCI were able initiate negotiations
about expanding their individual cooperation with influential communist parties in the Far
East, and about the possibility of East Asian parties outside the Soviet sphere of influence
taking part in new international Marxist initiatives organized by Eurocommunist parties
with support from the LCY.?? After almost a decade of developing and stalling, the LCY
and PCI’s plans to use a Mediterranean conference as a forum for discussions about
cooperation between European communist and socialist parties finally came to fruition. In
1977 and 1978 socialist parties and movements from Mediterranean countries took part in
conferences organized by the communist parties of Italy, Spain, and France that were
substantially financed by the LCY.%3

However, contemporaries from this period, which was soon recognized by the
Western European press as a time of reformist enthusiasm among the Marxists could not
possibly have known that many of the Yugoslav and Italian Communists’ ambitious plans
would never be realized. After an initial increase in the popularity of PCE and KKE
following the return of Spanish and Greek Communists to politics in their respective
countries, the number of votes cast for the two prominent and symbolically significant
communist parties began to decline, which the Spanish and Greek Communists themselves
had predicted as an inevitable outcome of declining fears of right-wing dictatorships
regaining power or initiating another civil war.®* While the shocking events following the
kidnapping and death of Aldo Moro disrupted the unfinished rapprochement between the
Italian Communists and the Christian Democrats, the French Communists found themselves
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locked in a bitter rivalry with the Socialist Party faction led by the future president Francios
Mitterrand. They were ultimately unable to get past their disagreements with other major
leftist parties and exploit the last time in the history of the twentieth century when French
politics was dominated by left-wing parties and labor unions.®

Lastly, gradual changes in Yugoslav domestic policies managed to cast a shadow
over the LCY’’s role as the creator of an exemplary model for the internal democratization
of communist parties, a role that would only expand in the years to come. The first cracks
in relations between the Eurocommunist parties and the LCY can be seen at the very zenith
of Yugoslav influence over the European far left. Analyses of archival sources indicate that
the Yugoslav Communists were somewhat concerned about the sincerity of their relations
with Eurocommunists. They were particularly worried about their close friends from the
PCI after they were not fully informed about private conversations in Madrid in 1977
between Berlinguer, Marchais, and Carrillo during an official meeting of Eurocommunist
leaders.®® Even before Tito’s death and the beginning of the economic, and later political,
crises in Yugoslavia, the Italian Communists were already openly questioning the direction
Yugoslav state and party ideology was taking as a result of the events of 1972 and 1974.%
In the early 1980s, a new generation of Italian and Spanish reformists began criticizing
Berlinguer and Carrillo for maintaining close ties with the Yugoslav party leadership, which
was increasingly being seen as not being sufficiently reformed, democratic, or decentralized
and was thus stagnating in comparison to the Eurocommunist parties. Finally, when Tito’s
successors declared their support for the French party’s decision to end Eurocommunist
reform, the Italian, Spanish, and Greek Communists began referring to the Yugoslav party-
the same party that had created their former ideals for reformist policies and the democratic
socialist model-as a Marxist party of the Eastern Bloc outside the Iron Curtain.®
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JYKA ®UJINITOBHUR
HucTuTyT 32 caBpeMeHy UCTOpH]y, beorpan

JYTOCJIABUJA M EBPOKOMYHUCTHUYKE IMAPTHJE
TOKOM “IYT'E TOAUHE’ EBPOIICKOT JEMOKPATCKOI COLIMJAJIM3MA
(1974-1976)

Pe3ume

Jlpyru mporiecu mpouiMpuBama capaame CaBe3a KoMyHHCTa JyrociaBuje 1 KOMYHHCTUYKAX
naptrja Uramuje, llInanuje n ['puke 3Ha4ajHO Ccy yOp3aHU TOKOM OHHX gorabaja y 3eMipama 3amamHe
EBpormne xoju cy obenexnnu Bpeme Koje he kacHuje OHTH 03HaueHO Kao “Iyra rogrHa’ 1eMOKpaTCKOT
conmjamusma y EBpori. O 1974. ma o 1976. roauHe, IONLIO je IO 3aBPIIETKA BUIIIE O] 10JIa BeKa
Jyror HUKJTyca YCIOHa U 11a/I0Ba BOjHUX AUKTATypa H peKUMa Kpajibe JecHuIle Ha MemutepaHy, mto
je omoryhuso moBparak KOMyHHCTa Ha mnosuTHuke mno3oprune lllmanuje u I'puke, 10 BENHUKHX
M300pHUX yclieXa U jayama nonuThuke mosunuje KomyHnuctuuke maptuje Mrammje, koja je yop3o
CTyMIJIa Y IperoBope ca aemoxpuinhanckom crpyjoM Asga Mopa o HehopmantoM yuemhy y pamy
Oynyhe Biase, Kao W JO 3BaHWUYHE MPOMCHE MapTHjcke ujacoioruje KoMyHUCTHYKE mapTHje
Opannycke Ha XX Konrpecy dpaHIyckux KOMyHHCTa, Ha KOMe ce (hpaHIlycKa MmapTuja KOHAYHO
ompeznenuia 3a eBpokoMyHu3aM. CBH oBH Joraljaju JemraBaay cy ce y Bpeme Op30r CMemHBama
30mKaBamba U Cyko0a KOMYHHCTHUKHX maprtuja McrouHor u 3amagHor Gioka, ¥ TOKOM jebara
Bohjenux y Bepnuny usmely mpencraBHuKa peOpMUCTHYKUX M KOH3EPBAaTHBHHX MapTHja Koje Cy
obenexxiiie JBOTOOUIIILE IPHUIIPEME 3a Ofp)KaBame Benke KoHdepeHIMje pagHHYKuX MapTHja
EBpone 1976. roaune. JyrocioBeHcka MapTHja MOApIKaBaia je SBPOKOMYHHCTE TOKOM CykobOa ca
naptijama McrodHor Groka, mpyxkana (HHAHCHjCKY W Apyre BpCTe MOMONH TPYKHAM U IIMAHCKHM
KOMYHHCTHMA Yy 3€MJBH M Y EMHIPAlUjH, MOCPEHoBalia y MperoBopuMa u3Mely HTalMjaHCKUX
colujatnucTa, KOMyHHCTa U JeMoxpuiihada, kao U u3Mely (QpaHIyCKHX KOMYHHCTa U COLMjaJIUCTa.
3ajenno ca KomynuctrukoM maptujom Hrammje, CaBe3 koMyHHCTa JyrociaaBuje y4ecTBOBao je y
OpraHM3alUjH Pa3IMIUTUX GOPMHU OKYIUbahA U IJIAHUPAY 3aj€AHMYKHUX TOJUTHYKAX HHUIH]aTHBA
cBe OpOjHHMjUX MapTHja Kpajie EBPOIICKE JIEBUIIC KOje Cy CBOjY MACONOrHjy AeduHucane cienchu
MPUHIMIIE JEMOKPATCKOT COLMjai3Ma W KOje Cy HamyCTWie TOKylaje mpuiarohaBama
GOJBIICBUYKOT COLMjAIUCTHYKOT MOJIENa JIOKATHAM HCTOPHjCKHM M JIPYIITBEHHM MOCEOHOCTHMA.
HaBeneHe akTHBHOCTH jyrOCIOBEHCKHX KOMYHHCTa JONPHHENE Cy NpoIHpUBay yTHiaja Casesa
KOMYHHCTa Jyrocnaeuje y cep 0JHOCA MapTHja Kpajibe EBPOICKE JICBHUIIE, Ma je jyroCIOBEHCKA
mapTeja JOCTHITIA 3CHHT CBOI yTHI@ja KaKO Ha EBPOICKO] JICBHUIIM TaKO W Yy HMHCTHTyLHjama
MelhynaponHor pagHHUYKOr TOKpeTa, Koju he HemocpenHo mnperxoauTH ynabaBamy CKIJ on
€BPOKOMYHHCTHUYKHUX MapTHja.

KibyuHe peun: EBpOKOMyHH3aM, ICMOKPATCKU COLIMjANIM3aM, ApikKaBa Onarocrama, XIIaaHu
par, CaBe3 komynucra Jyrocnasuje, Jocun bpo3 Turo, Enpuko Bepnunryep.
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